


Every observation you make with iNaturalist, from the rarest butterfly to the most common 
backyard weed, helps scientists understand the diversity and abundance of species.

Mammals

• Photograph the entire animal.

• 
side view and close-ups of head 
and beak are helpful. 

• Take photos of surrounding 
environment.

• Photograph the entire animal.

• 
top, side, and close-up of face are 
helpful. 

• Take photos of the surrounding 
environment.

• If it has visible or spread wings, 
photograph its wing veins.

• Photograph the entire animal.

• 

• Take photos of the surrounding 
environment.

• If it is a snake, try to get close-up 
pictures of its head and tail, but put 
safety first as it could be venomous.

• Photograph the entire animal.

• 

• Take photos of the surrounding 
environment.

• Photos of tracks and scat 
(animal poop) are helpful. 

• If you find bones, take a photo with 
your hand or this ruler for scale. 
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